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SUBJECT: PARLIAMENTARY DISCUSSION OF TARAPUR SUPPLY 

REF: NEW DELHI 4571 

1 . IN THE DISCUSSION WHICH FOLLOWED THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
STATEMENT ON TARAPUR SUPPLY (REFTEL), DESAI STUCK FIRMLY 
TO HIS POSITION THAT THE DELAYS IN URANIUM SHIPMENT WERE 
DUE TO PROCEDURAL AND NOT POLICY PROBLEMS. HE REJECTED 
THE CHARGE MADE BY SPONSORS OF THE CALLING ATTENTION 
MOTION THAT THE US HAD ALREADY BROKEN THE TARAPUR AGREEMENT 
OR WAS ABOUT TO DO SO. IN DEALING WITH THIS LINE OF 
ATTACK, THE PM STATED: 

"WE HAVE TAKEN UP THE MATTER WITH THE UNITED STATES 
AND WE ARE DOING OUR LEVEL BEST TO SORT OUT THE DIFFI- 
CULTIES WHICH ARE NOT QUITE OF OUR CREATION: BUT THEY DID 
ARISE FROM THE EXPLOSION THAT WAS MADE HERE THREE OR FOUR 
YEARS AGO. I DO NOT SAY, THEREFORE (SIC) THEY WERE 
JUSTIFIED IN DOING THIS. THE AGREEMENT DID NOT WARRANT 
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ANY BREAK OF IT BY THE OTHER SIDE. THAT ALSO I HAVE POINTED 
OUT. BUT THE POSITION IS THAT WE CANNOT USE ANY OTHER 
THING EXCEPT ENRICHED URANIUM IN THIS AND WE ARE BOUND BY 
THE AGREEMENT THAT WE CANNOT OBTAIN IT FROM ELSEWHERE AS 
LONG AS THEY DO NOT SAY NO. IF THEY SAY: NO, ONCE I 
HEAR THAT, THEN ALL WAYS ARE OPEN TO US, EVEN THE PROCESS- 
ING OF THE USED THING WILL BE OPEN TO US. THEN WE ARE 
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NOT BOUND. THEREFORE, WE CAN FIND MANY THINGS. I DO NOT 
THINK WE SHOULD SAY EVERYTHING AND CREATE MORE DIFFI- 
CULTIES." 

2. WHEN THE ARGUMENT WAS REITERATED BY CONGRESS (I) 

LEADER VASANT SATHE, THE PM STATED: 

"...THERE IS NOT YET A BREACH OF AGREEMENT. 'NO' 

IS NOT YET SAID. IT IS ONLY DELAYED. SOME DID COME AND 
SOME IS GOING TO COME. THAT IS WHAT THEY SAY. THEREFORE, 

IT IS NOT BROKEN. IF THE AGREEMENT IS BROKEN ON THAT 
SIDE, WE ARE FREE TO ACT WHATEVER WAY WE LIKE. THERE IS 
NO BINDING ON US THEN, NO CASE. AND I WILL ACT ON IT 
MOST CERTAINLY AND QUICKLY. BUT UNTIL THEN, I CANNOT BREAK 
THE AGREEMENT MYSELF." 

3. DESAI TOLD ANOTHER QUESTIONER THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS 
CERTAINLY THINKING OF THEPROBLEM OF FINDING OTHER WAYS 

TO MEET THE URANIUM REQUIREMENT, "BUT WHATEVER WE ARE DOING 
CANNOT BE STATED OPENLY." 

4. WHEN MPS EXPRESSED THEIR DISSATISFACTION ABOUT US 
PROCEDURES, DESAI TOLD THEM THAT "WE CANNOT CHANCE THE 
SYSTEM IN AMERICA", THAT "WE SHOULD NOT HUSTLE AMERICA." 

THE USG WAS OBLIGED TO ACT ACCORDING TO ITS OWN PROCEDURES, 
HE SAID, "JUST AS WE ARE BOUND TO ACT ON OUR PROCEDURES." 
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(UNFORTUNTELY, SEVERAL MEMBERS SEEMED TO BELIEVE THAT 
THE INTERVENORS WERE ALSO A SEPARATE USG BODY, SO THAT 
THE PROCEDURAL DIFFICULTIES MUST HAVE SEEMED TO THEM EVEN 
MORE FORMIDABLE THAN IS ACTUALLY THE CASE.) 

5. ACCUSED BY SATHE OF SUCCUMBING TO PRESSURE, THE PM 
STATED AMID APPLAUSE FROM ALL SECTIONS OF THE HOUSE: 

"WHERE IS THE QUESTION OF SUBMISSION? WE ARE NOT 
SURRENDERING ANYTHING. YES, IF I HAD AGREED TO SIGN THE 
(NON-PROLIFERATION) TREATY, I WOULD HAVE GOT IT (ENRICHED 
URANIUM) IMMEDIATELY - A COPIOUS SUPPLY. BUTI AM NOT 
GOING TO DO IT. EVEN IF TARAPUR HAS TO CLOSE, I AM NOT 
GOING TO DO IT. EVEN IF IT CLOSES, I CANNOT HELP IT. 

... I WILL STRAIN EVERY NERVE TO SEE THAT TARAPUR DOES 
NOT CLOSE. IF THE COST OF IT IS, FOR KEEPING THE SELF- 
RESPECT OF THIS COUNTRY, TO CLOSE IT, I WILL CLOSE IT 
WITHOUT HESITATION." SATHE PRONOUNCED HIMSELF SATISFIED. 

6. THE DELHI PRESS GAVE THE PARLIAMENTARY DISCUSSION 
PROMINENT COVERAGE, FOUR OF THE SIX ENGLISH DAILIES REPORT- 
ING IN ON THEIR FRONT PAGES. EMPHASES VARIED, WITH 
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MOST HEADLINING THE PM’S PLEDGE NOT TO SIGN THE NPT 
UNDER PRESSURE. THE PM'S INSISTENCE THAT THE US HAD NOT 
BROKEN THE AGREEMENT BUT THAT INDIA WOULD BE FREE TO ACT 
SHOULD THAT HAPPEN WAS FAIRLY REPORTED. 

GOHEEN 
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